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ACE Pr inter  Utility: 2007 
 
 
Quick History &  Overview 
 
Until now, the method of communicating with every type of printer was programmed into 
ACE. This was easy when everyone used dot matrix printers, and it was even manageable 
when inkjet and laser printers became popular. But newer versions of Windows started 
communicating with printers in graphics mode rather than text mode, and this created 
problems for some computer configurations. 
 
In April 2007 ACE was upgraded to send all printed output to a free third-party utility 
called PRINTFILE and this utility communicates perfectly with every Windows printer. 
This makes the ACE programmers happy because they no longer need to be responsible 
for this complex issue, and it makes you happy because printing will now be easier and 
more reliable. 
 
The new printer interface can be implemented on individual workstations, one-at-a-time.  
 
The following three steps must be repeated on each workstation. 
 
Step 1: Install New Pr inting Utility 
 

(1A) Download the file PRINTFILE.ZIP from www.ajsa.org  
 

(1B) Open PRINTFILE.ZIP and execute the SETUP.EXE program 
 

(1C) When asked for the destination directory type: C:\ACE 
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Step 2: Configure Pr inting Utility for  80 column repor ts 
 

Run C:\ACE\PRFILE32.EXE and you’ ll see this screen:  
 

 
 

Click the “Settings”  button to access this screen:  
 

 
 
 

·  Under “Current Settings”  type “ace80” 
·  Check the box “Quit when handled command line”  
·  In the “Printer”  field select your printer.  
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·  If you want to be presented with a choice of printers each time you print an ACE 
report, check the box “Show printer selection dialog” .  

 
Click the “Text File”  button to see:  
 

 
 
Adjust your screen to the same values shown here. Click OK when you’ re done. 
 
Click the “N-Up” button to see:  
 

 
 
Adjust your screen to the same values shown here. Click OK when you’ re done. 
 
Click “Save”  to return to the printer utility main menu.  
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The next step is to create a shortcut that ACE will use to access the settings you have just 
saved.  
 

·  Click the “Settings”  button 
·  Select “ace80” in the “Current Settings”  field 
·  Click the “Shortcut”  button to see:  

 

 
 
Type “ace80” in the name field, and click OK. You should be returned to the first screen 
again. 
 
You have successfully configured the printer utility to work with ACE reports that have 
80 columns across the page, and the next step is to configure the utility to work with 
reports that have 130 columns across the page. 
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Step 3: Configure Pr inting Utility for  130 column repor ts 
 

From the Printer utility menu click the “Settings”  button to access this screen:  
 

 
 

·  Under “Current Settings”  type “ace130” 
·  Check the box “Quit when handled command line”  
·  In the “Printer”  field select your printer.  
·  If you want to be presented with a choice of printers each time you print an ACE 

report, check the box “Show printer selection dialog” .  
 

Click the “Text File”  button to see:  
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Adjust your screen to the same values shown here. Click OK when you’ re done. 
 
Click the “N-Up” button to see:  
 

 
 
Adjust your screen to the same values shown here. Click OK when you’ re done. 
 
Click “Save”  to return to the printer utility main menu.  
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The next step is to create a shortcut that ACE will use to access the settings you have just 
saved.  
 

·  Click the “Settings”  button 
·  Select “ace130” in the “Current Settings”  field 
·  Click the “Shortcut”  button to see:  

 

 
 
Type “ace130” in the name field, and click OK. You should be returned to the first screen 
again. 
 
You have successfully configured the printer utility to work with ACE reports that have 
130 columns across the page. 
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Step 4: Configure Metapad 
 
As you know, ACE uses the Windows program NOTEPAD to display reports on your 
screen. Different versions of Windows use different versions of NOTEPAD which 
created problems when ACE was running on different versions of Windows on the same 
network. Years ago the freeware utility Metapad was renamed as NOTEPAD and 
distributed to all ACE customers.  
 
Open NOTEPAD.EXE from the ACE folder on your server and you should see the 
following screen: 
 

 
 
You should see the name “metapad” at the top of the screen, and you should see a pull-
down menu option called “Options” . Open this pull-down menu and select the “Settings”  
menu option to see: 
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Configure your screen to match these settings.  
 
HINT: If you checked the box “Enable quick exit (Esc key)”  you will be able to close the 
notepad/metapad window by just hitting the ESC key after viewing an ACE report. This 
is very convenient. 
 
Then configure the “Advanced 1”  tab to match the settings below. 

 
 

 
 

 
You’ re done. 
 
 
 
Step 5: Pr int an ACE report 
 
When you print an ACE report the software looks to see if the printer utility is installed in 
your C:\ACE folder. If it is installed, the report will always go directly to 
notepad/metapad without asking you for the target printer. Once the report is displaying 
on your screen, press CTRL+L to send the report to the printer. 
 
The first user to test this utility had a problem remembering the CTRL+L keystroke, so 
she came up with the memory aid:  
 

“You can’ t control love, but you can CTRL+L” 


