ACE Printer Utility: 2007

Quick History & Overview

Until now, the method of communicating with every type of printer was programmed into
ACE. Thiswas easy when everyone used dot matrix printers, and it was even manageable
when inkjet and laser printers became popular. But newer versions of Windows started
communicating with printers in graphics mode rather than text mode, and this created
problems for some computer configurations.

In April 2007 ACE was upgraded to send all printed output to a free third-party utility
called PRINTFILE and this utility communicates perfectly with every Windows printer.
This makes the ACE programmers happy because they no longer need to be responsible
for this complex issue, and it makes you happy because printing will now be easier and
morereliable.

The new printer interface can be implemented on individual workstations, one-at-a-time.

The following three steps must be repeated on each workstation.

Step 1: Install New Printing Utility
(1A) Download the file PRINTFILE.ZIP from www.gjsa.org
(1B) Open PRINTFILE.ZIP and execute the SETUP.EXE program

(1C) When asked for the destination directory type: C:\ACE
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Step 2: Configure Printing Utility for 80 column reports

Run C:\ACE\PRFILE32.EXE and you' Il see this screen:

" PrintFile - Default settings

Thiz program printz test files or zends PostScrpt
and other files directly to a printer. Drag and drop
h& filez here or uge the "Frint File' button to start

privting. Press right mouze button for menu,
Help

Statuz About..

Idl | :
= E xit

Settings. ..

e
_ b |
e
& |

Click the “ Settings” button to access this screen:

. PrintFile Settings

Current Settings _J
Cancel

General

[ Enable spoaler function ﬂ

[ Show printer selection dialag Shartcut...

[ Show thiz dialog when drag & dop Delete

v it when handled command line

[ Show settings name in header Help

[ Show progress bar

[ Save window placement on exit

[ Show icon on the taskbar

b arndatomny for file type(s]: |

Frinter
Brother HL-2700CN series >l
Mare
Textfile... PostSeript.... | MN-up... | Conversior...

Under “ Current Settings’ type “ace30”
Check the box “Quit when handled command line’
In the “Printer” field select your printer.
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If you want to be presented with a choice of printers each time you print an ACE
report, check the box “ Show printer selection dialog”.

Click the“Text File” button to see:

. Text File Settings

Test file action

{* Print formatted " Send ko prinker " |grore

Cancel
Farmatting optians Help

Size Tab width: |3
Lines per page: G0

[ “Wrap long lines

Characters per line: a W
[ Pretty Print
Faont; Courier Mew -
| J QEM tranzlation -
Header: | " Mever
" Autamatic
Foater: | o e

I Paper bound header and footer

Adjust your screen to the same values shown here. Click OK when you’ re done.

Click the “N-Up” button to see:

"“: N-up printing settings

Layout = -
) Orientation Fage arder
I‘I_ pages wide
" Landscape " Horizontal [Faroel
I'I_ pages high | ™ Portrait * ertical
Help

[ Draw frame Frame width: inches 100

karginz in inches

Left: |0.70 Top: 035 Harizontal gutter: (010
Right: |0.35 Bottar: (035 Mertical gutter: n1a

Adjust your screen to the same values shown here. Click OK when you’ re done.

Click “Save’ to return to the printer utility main menu.
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" PrintFile

f

; ; : ; Frint File. ..
Thiz program printz kest files or zends PostScript L

and other filez directly to a printer. Drag and drop
h[ﬁ filez here or uge the "Frint File" button to ztart
printing. Press right mouze button for men,

Help

Statuz About, .

Idle _ sop | o

=
|

The next step isto create a shortcut that ACE will use to access the settings you have just
saved.

Click the “ Settings’ button
Select “ace80” in the “ Current Settings” field
Click the “ Shortcut” button to see:

', Create PrintFile Shortcut

Mame

B
Cancel

Type

{+ Desktop Help

" SendTo

Storage directory
|C:NACE

Type “ace80” in the name field, and click OK. Y ou should be returned to the first screen
again.

Y ou have successfully configured the printer utility to work with ACE reports that have
80 columns across the page, and the next step isto configure the utility to work with
reports that have 130 columns across the page.
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Step 3: Configure Printing Utility for 130 column reports

From the Printer utility menu click the “ Settings” button to access this screen:

*: PrintFile Settings

Current Sethings

Save
= -
Cancel
General o
[ Enable spooler function ﬂ
[ Show printer zelection dialog Shortzut....
[ Show thiz dialog when drag & drop Delete
Iv Quit when handled command line
[ Show settings name in header Help
[ Show progress bar
[ Save window placement on exit
[ Show icon on the taskbar
bd andatory for file type(z): ||
Frinter
Lze default j
bdore
Text file... | PoztScript... | M-up... | Corveersion...

Under “ Current Settings’ type “acel30”

Check the box “Quit when handled command line’

In the “Printer” field select your printer.

If you want to be presented with a choice of printers each time you print an ACE
report, check the box “ Show printer selection dialog”.

Click the“Text File” button to see:
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. Text File Settings

Test file action

{* Print formatted " Send ko prinker " |grore

Cancel

Farmatting optians

Help

Size | Tabwidth: |3
Lines per page: G2

[ “Wrap long lines

Characters per line: 130 W
[ Pretty Print
Faont; Courier Mew -
| "J QEM tranzlation -
Header: | " Mever
" Autamatic
Foater: | o e

I Paper bound header and footer

Adjust your screen to the same values shown here. Click OK when you’ re done.

Click the “N-Up” button to see:

"“: N-up printing settings

Lapaut

. Orientation - Fage order
1 pages wide :
* Landscape ™ Haorizarkal Cancel
1 pages high | Paortrait + ertical
Help

[ Draw frame Frame width: |0 20 ihches/100

karginz in inches

Left: 1035 Top: 035 Harizontal gutter: (010
Right: |0.35 Bottar: (1.00  “ertical gutter; n1a

Adjust your screen to the same values shown here. Click OK when you’ re done.

Click “Save’ to return to the printer utility main menu.
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" PrintFile

f

; ; : ; Frint File. ..
Thiz program printz kest files or zends PostScript L

and other filez directly to a printer. Drag and drop
h[ﬁ filez here or uge the "Frint File" button to ztart
printing. Press right mouze button for men,

Help

Statuz About, .

[dle . | Exit

=
|

The next step isto create a shortcut that ACE will use to access the settings you have just
saved.

Click the “ Settings’ button
Select “acel30” in the “Current Settings” field
Click the “ Shortcut” button to see:

', Create PrintFile Shortcut

Mame

oo
Cancel

Type

{+ Desktop Help

" SendTo

Storage directory
|C:NACE

Type “acel30” in the namefield, and click OK. Y ou should be returned to the first screen
again.

Y ou have successfully configured the printer utility to work with ACE reports that have
130 columns across the page.
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Step 4. Configure Metapad

Asyou know, ACE uses the Windows program NOTEPAD to display reports on your
screen. Different versions of Windows use different versions of NOTEPAD which
created problems when ACE was running on different versions of Windows on the same
network. Y ears ago the freeware utility Metapad was renamed as NOTEPAD and
distributed to all ACE customers.

Open NOTEPAD.EXE from the ACE folder on your server and you should see the
following screen:

=

& new file - metapad

File Edit Fawourites Options Help

Y ou should see the name “metapad” at the top of the screen, and you should see a pull-
down menu option called “Options’. Open this pull-down menu and select the “ Settings”
menu option to see:

| Settings Fs_(|

General l"-.-"iew ] Advanced 1 ] Advanced 2]

[ Save window placement [ Auto-indent text

v Save option: menu states [ lnzert tabs as spaces
v Hide directary in caption

Iv Enable quick exit [Ezc key) Teosze IT

[ Auto-zearch at end of file Cluate string: |>_
Primary external viewer:

|C\ACENSPODLER EXE | g

Secondary external wiewer:
| | ArgE:

When launching viewers:

[v Egmit metapad after viewer iz launched

] | Cancel |
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Configure your screen to match these settings.

HINT: If you checked the box “Enable quick exit (Esc key)” you will be ableto close the
notepad/metapad window by just hitting the ESC key after viewing an ACE report. This
iSvery convenient.

Then configure the “Advanced 1” tab to match the settings below.

You're done.

Step 5: Print an ACE report

When you print an ACE report the software looks to seeif the printer utility isinstalled in
your C:\ACE folder. If it isinstalled, the report will always go directly to
notepad/metapad without asking you for the target printer. Once the report is displaying
on your screen, press CTRL+L to send the report to the printer.

The first user to test this utility had a problem remembering the CTRL+L keystroke, so
she came up with the memory aid:

“You can’'t control love, but you can CTRL+L”
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